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In the sweltering summer of 1964, against a backdrop of explosive racial tensions and a charging civil rights movement, more than two hundred mostly white American college students descended upon Mississippi to register black voters, teach in Freedom schools and live in sharecroppers’ shacks. On the first night they arrived, three young men were murdered. Soon churches were burned, beatings intensified and so began one of the most terrifying, yet hopeful three months in our nation’s history. In Freedom Summer: the Savage Season that Made Mississippi Burn and Made America a Democracy, Bruce Watson gives the first moment-by-moment account of the full summer, based on letters, diaries and in-depth interviews with participants and residents. Join him for what promises to be a compelling author talk at the Newton Free Library on Tuesday, June 22 at 7:30 pm. The talk will be followed by a book signing with books provided by New England Mobile Book Fair.
Bruce Watson’s previous books include Sacco and Vanzetti and Bread and Roses, a New York Times Public Library Book to Remember.  His journalism has appeared in the Los Angeles Times, the Boston Globe, Smithsonian and Reader’s Digest.  
For more information call the Newton Free Library at 617-796-1360. All programs are free and open to the public, parking is free. The Newton Free Library is handicap accessible.
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