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In an era where an African American from a broken urban home has the political and financial power to run one of the most aggressive and expensive presidential campaigns in history, why are black men trailing every other significant demographic group in key measures of financial success? In More Than Just Race: Being Black and Poor in the Inner City the latest addition to the Issues of Our Time series edited by Henry Louis Gates Jr., William Julius Wilson lays out a new framework for thinking about the persistent class and race issues that create and sustain a black underclass. Eschewing both easy stereotypes and disconnected academic abstractions, Wilson shows how a holistic approach to race that combines a knowledge of systemic social factors with an honest account of the cultural influences that create dysfunctional behaviors is the best hope America has of overcoming racism’s lasting effects. More Than Just Race challenges received wisdom and stale intellectual habits on both sides of the political spectrum, providing readers with an honest and unbiased new framework for thinking about race and social reform in the twenty-first century. Join William Julius Wilson for an author talk at the Newton Free Library on Tuesday, June 1 at 7:30 pm. A book signing will follow with books provided by New England Mobile Book Fair.
William Julius Wilson is a professor at Harvard University, a past president of the American Sociological Association, and the author of numerous books including the award-winning The Declining Importance of Race.
For more information call the Newton Free Library at 617-796-1360. All programs are free and open to the public, parking is free. The Newton Free Library is handicap accessible.
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