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Yalta: the Price of Peace by S.M. Plokhy,
Newton Free Library,
Thursday, March 11, 2010, 7:30 pm

In January 1945 Franklin Delano Roosevelt took office for an unprecedented fourth term, promising to bring home a just peace. A month later, American and British armies were fighting for their lives in the mountains of France, the Red Army was poised to take Berlin and Hitler had repaired to his bunker; in the East the Japanese were holding firm. Then, in the Crimean resort town of Yalta, three of the most influential leaders of the 20th century met to attempt to end the conflict once and for all, hash out their differences and—although they did not realize it at the time—decide the fate of the modern world.

In Yalta: the Price of Peace S. M. Plokhy, the first major historian of the conference in more than 20 years, draws on his complete access to declassified Soviet archives and offers a fresh account of the eight days Joseph Stalin, Franklin Roosevelt, and Winston Churchill spent carving up the map of Europe.  Join him for an author talk at the Newton Free Library on Thursday, March 11 at 7:30 pm. The talk will be followed by a book signing with books provided by New England Mobile Book Fair.

Plokhy allows us to hear Molotov and Stalin in their own words and makes extensive use of the diaries of secondary players, including Churchill’s doctor and Roosevelt’s daughter, to bring each figure to life.  An authoritative, original and vividly-written narrative history, Yalta also offers a lesson for the future; no matter how promising its outcome and how skillful the participants in an international conference may be, democratic leaders and societies should be prepared to pay a price for close involvement with those who many not share their values.

S.M. Plokhy, a professor of history at Harvard University, is the author of Unmaking Imperial Russia, The Origins of the Slavic Nations and The Cossacks and Religion in Early Modern Ukraine.  For three successive years (2002-2005) his books won first prize of the American Association for Ukrainian Studies.

For more information call the Newton Free Library at 617-796-1360. All programs are free and open to the public, parking is free. The Newton Free Library is handicap accessible.
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