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The Boston Kleztet Returns,
Newton Free Library,
Sunday, January 31, 2:00 pm
The Boston Kleztet will return to the Newton Free Library on Sunday, January 31 at 2:00 pm for a concert of some of the band’s favorite pieces. The Boston Kleztet combines piano, clarinet, violin, string bass, banjo, mandolin, drums and vocals to present a program of music from around the Jewish world. Their performance will include traditional klezmer tunes, Israeli melodies, Russian tunes, wedding music and Yiddish folksongs. 
Klezmer music was first played by itinerant musicians in 17th century Eastern Europe who would perform at weddings and other simchas (happy occasions) facilitating the exchange of musical traditions as they went. Just as the Yiddish language incorporated words from the countries in which Jews lived in Eastern Europe, so did klezmer music incorporate themes from the many lands where Jews lived. In klezmer music one can hear echoes of synagogue chants, gypsy music and shepherd’s tunes from Rumania, folkdance music from Russia and Ukraine, Turkish and Arabic rhythms and big band/jazz motifs from the New World.
The group’s members are Joanne Baker, piano, Sheldon Benjamin, drums/vocals, Harvey Budner, mandolin/banjo, Benyamin Lichtenstein, clarinet, Dan Shaw, string bass and Carl Woolf, violin. David Beckman, sound engineer is their sound engineer.
For more information call the Newton Free Library at 617-796-1360. All programs are free and open to the public, parking is free. The Newton Free Library is handicap accessible.
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