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Charles River: Headwaters of Invention, a Film Screening 
at the Newton Free Library,

Tuesday, January 12, 7:00 pm

The American Industrial Revolution began in 1813 on the Charles River in Waltham, MA when an entrepreneur named Francis Cabot Lowell figured out how to bring all the operations of milling cotton under one roof. During the course of the 19th Century, the lower reaches of the Charles became one of the most heavily industrialized regions in the country and was home to textile and paper mills, machine shops and industries of all kinds. Manufacturers were drawn first to the Charles’ steady supply of water power, then to the skilled workforce that had developed to keep the mills running. Charles River: Headwaters of Invention takes an appreciative, if eclectic, look at the industrial history of the Charles and celebrates the culture of innovation spawned along its banks. The film, which was produced by Joe Hunter, will be screened at the Newton Free Library on Tuesday, January 12 at 7:00 pm.

Joe Hunter, Assistant Vice President and Director of Communication at Franklin W. Olin College of Engineering in Needham, is a 20 year veteran in the field of educational communications. He began his career as a public radio reporter and is currently active as a producer of public affairs programming for NewTV, Newton’s community access channel. As the owner of Remember Productions, Hunter is an award-winning producer of historical documentaries, family histories and other history-themed programming.

For more information call the Newton Free Library at 617-796-1360. Programs are free and open to the public, parking is free. The Newton Free Library is handicap accessible.
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