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An Afternoon of Arias and Songs with Rebecca Hains,

Newton Free Library,

Sunday, January 3, 2:00 pm

Explore some of the musical paths taken by European operetta, Gilbert and Sullivan, and American opera and musical theater, with internationally recognized soprano Rebecca Hains when she gives an afternoon concert of arias and songs at the Newton Free Library on Sunday, January 3 at 2:00 pm. Program highlights will include selections from Ms. Hains’ CD of the Gilbert and Sullivan soprano arias, the charming Doll Song from Offenbach’s opera Les Contes d’Hoffmann, and a set of musical theater selections that trace a line from Kurt Weill to Stephen Sondheim; including the work of Leonard Bernstein in the development of a distinct new American style. Thomas Dawkins, who made his Newton Free Library debut in 2008, will accompany at the piano. 

Rebecca Hains has played a diverse selection of roles including Mabel in The Pirates of Penzance, Marion in The Music Man and Cunegonde in Candide. This past season’s highlights included her role in a new opera, The Rough-Face Girl, and a solo appearance with the New World Chorale and Longwood Symphony Orchestra at Jordan Hall, where she sang Into the West from the film score to The Lord of The Rings. An alumna of the Tanglewood Festival Chorus, Rebecca frequently appears as a soloist in regional musical theater and opera concerts, including the concert series of Longwood Opera, the New England Gilbert and Sullivan Society, New England Light Opera and others.
Thomas Dawkins is a versatile musician and a trained bass-baritone soloist. He graduated magna cum laude in Music with Highest Honors from Brandeis University where he was the first winner of the Ira Gershwin Prize for excellence in musical performance. He has performed as a solo pianist with the New England Philharmonic, the Longy School of Music and others. He has participated in numerous local concerts and is a member of Boston's Handel and Haydn Society chorus. An alumna of the Tanglewood Festival Chorus, he is also the organist and choir director for the Congregational Church of Harvard, UCC.
For more information call the Newton Free Library at 617-796-1360. All programs are free and open to the public, parking is free. The Newton Free Library is handicap accessible.
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