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The Art of the Doll by Georgette Benisty,

Newton Free Library Gallery, 
December 2-30, 
Opening Reception, Thursday, December 10, 7:00 pm 
Born and raised in Casablanca, and named for the French fabric Georgette with its sturdy and diaphanous qualities, as a child Georgette Benisty would playfully enter an imaginative fantasy world, envisioning the gowns with which she would begin her career in fashion. Eventually she successfully marketed her own line of gowns, through Neiman Marcus in Beverly Hills and in her own atelier on Newbury Street in Boston. Ms. Benisty's early work in haute couture was characterized by handmade lace collages and flights of fancy. Brave self examination and a willingness to pursue her deeper roots then led her to go beyond that world. As her work and vision in fashion matured, the artist began stitching together broken cloth fragments as she undertook a vivid exploration, drawing from the colors, rhythms, architecture and antiquities of her native land. The doll figures she assembled as a result, embody her life story, and led to yet another transformation: the creation of sculptural art. The Art of the Doll will be on view in the Newton Free Library Gallery from December 2-30 with an opening reception on Thursday, December 10 at 7:00 pm.

Benisty’s figures are contemplative and evocative of timeless elegance. They are spiritual and life affirming. Textile patterns transition effortlessly into sculptural elements in each form, creating subtle gestures and intimate interchanges. The result is arresting, ethereal, and other-worldly.

In her own words Ms. Benisty has this to say, “My work reflects the influences of French culture and my native North Africa. I attempt to interweave the past and present by employing stitching, collage and painting to reconstitute the integrity of worn material. In my figures, the absence of features and emphasis on dress suggests the hiding and revealing of life experience. Always, I work out of a diasporal drive for connection and through my finished forms, gather disparate remnants into relationships imbued with belonging.”
Gallery Hours:

	Mon-Thurs: 9am-9pm
	Friday: 9am-6pm
	Saturday: 9am-5pm
	Sunday: 1pm-5pm



For more information call the Newton Free Library at 617-796-1360. All programs are free and open to the public, parking is free. The Newton Free Library is handicap accessible.

###

_1243415966.doc
[image: image1.png]City of Newton

David B. Cohen
Mayor







