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Experience Van Gogh in Poems,
With Carol Dine, Newton Free Library, 
Tuesday, December 8 , 7:00 pm
 “On my third visit to the [Van Gogh] Museum, I feel like a dignitary. The curator has assembled the drawings I’d requested….she leads me to an adjacent room. In the center of a large, wooden table rests a small book. ‘Vincent’s sketchbook,’ she says, “I never get to show it.’” So writes Boston poet Carol Dine in her extraordinary volume, Van Gogh in Poems, a collection of her latest work that was written as a result of several trips to the archives of the Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam between 2002 and 2007. During that time Dine spent hours pouring over Van Gogh’s letters to his brother Theo and found that they were, “filled with contradictions for what they said about the artist, and what they didn’t say….they reveal Van Gogh as an astute observer of nature, as a critic of his own art, as a man with a tattered soul.” Join Carol Dine at the Newton Free Library on Tuesday, December 8 at 7:00 pm for what promises to be an extraordinary look at the work of Vincent Van Gogh through the voice of Dine’s poetic muse.

Each poem in Van Gogh in Poems is named for the drawing or painting that inspired it. Written in Van Gogh’s voice, Dine brings readers a holistic experience by interspersing fragments from Van Gogh’s letters with lines of her poems. “It was his own letters that led me to his voice,” Dine says. “I heard Vincent speak through his words to his brother, and I took a leap of faith that I could speak for him, or in a sense, with him.”
Carol Dine is the author of two books of poetry Naming the Sky and Trying to Understand the Lunar Eclipse, and a memoir, Places in the Bone. Dine’s poetry is widely published in literary magazines, including Blue Mesa Review, The Bitter Oleander, Boulevard, and Salamander. Dine has been a poet-in-residence at the MacDowell Colony, Yaddo, Ragdale and the Wurlitzer Foundation. She teaches creative writing and writing on art at Suffolk University and Massachusetts College of Art and Design.

For more information call the Newton Free Library at 617-796-1360. All programs are free and open to the public, parking is free. The Newton Free Library is handicap accessible.
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