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Eureka Man by Alan Hirshfeld,

Newton Free Library,
Thursday, October 29, 7:30 pm
Archimedes was a scientist, mathematician, engineer and showman. The Archimedes of legend grasped the key principles of buoyancy that govern the flotation of everything from boats to balloons when he leapt from the bathtub with the inspirational cry “Eureka!” (I have found it!).  Join Alan Hirshfeld at the Newton Free Library on Thursday, October 29 at 7:30 pm for an author talk on his latest book, Eureka Man: The Life and Legacy of Archimedes, Antiquity's Greatest Mathematician-Inventor. Hirshfeld will bring to life both the extraordinary genius of Archimedes and the drama and complexity of his ancient world, when civilization and the exploration of nature were at formative stages.
Archimedes helped shape the development of mathematics and science, from the value of pi to the size of the universe. His renown during his lifetime swelled to mythic proportions after he applied a web of pulleys and ropes to single-handedly launch a fully laden ship. Eureka Man also recounts the remarkable saga of the Archimedes Palimpsest; a long-lost manuscript rediscovered in the 20th century that revealed Archimedes’ working methods and the unlikely circumstances by which his work came to be preserved for the ages- placing Archimedes’ cumulative record of accomplishments among the exalted ranks of Aristotle, Isaac Newton and Albert Einstein.

Alan Hirshfeld has been a science teacher and writer for more than thirty years. He is Professor of Physics at the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth and an Associate of the Harvard College Observatory. Hirshfeld has lectured around the country about scientific history and discovery. He is the author of three highly praised popular science books: Parallax: the Race to Measure the Cosmos, The Electric Life of Michael Faraday and, most recently, Eureka Man. 

For more information call the Newton Free Library at 617-796-1360. All programs are free and open to the public, parking is free. The Newton Free Library is handicap accessible.
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