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The Global Achievement Gap by Tony Wagner,

Author to Speak at the Newton Free Library,

Tuesday, October 6, 7:00 pm
Education expert Tony Wagner has conducted scores of interviews with business leaders and observed hundreds of classes in some of the nation’s most challenged and also highly regarded public schools. In the process he has discovered a profound disconnect between what potential employers are looking for in young people today (critical thinking skills, creativity, and effective communication) and what our schools are providing (passive learning environments and uninspired lesson plans that focus on test preparation and reward memorization). This practice leaves our teens ill equipped when they leave school to win highly sought-after careers as they face competition from job seeking young adults in other parts of the world, especially India and China. Tony Wagner will speak on his book, The Global Achievement Gap, at the Newton Free Library on Tuesday, October 6 at 7:00 pm. The talk will be followed by a book signing with books provided by New England Mobile Book Fair.
The Global Achievement shows us examples of dramatically different schools that teach all students new skills. Through interviews with college graduates and people who work with them, Wagner discovers how teachers, parents, and employers can motivate the “net” generation to excellence. The Global Achievement Gap is essential reading for parents, educators, business leaders, policymakers, and anyone interested in seeing our young people succeed as employees and citizens.
Tony Wagner is Co-Director of the Change Leadership Group (CLG) at the Harvard Graduate School of Education; an initiative of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. He is also on the faculty of the Executive Leadership Program for Educators, a joint initiative of Harvard’s Graduate School of Education, Business School and Kennedy School of Government. Mr. Wagner consults widely to public and independent schools, districts, and foundations around the country and internationally. The program is co-sponsored by Newton for Fiscal Responsibility and the Newton Free Library.

For more information call the Newton Free Library at 617-796-1360. All programs are free and open to the public, parking is free. The Newton Free Library is handicap accessible.
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