Grade 8 Summer Reading Assignment 

 

The following is your Summer 2010 reading assignment. It will be collected on one of the first days of school in September. Please take care doing this assignment, as it is a major grade for your term one English average. 

Step One: Obtain a copy of Anthem, by Ayn Rand. 
Your local bookstores (Barnes & Noble and New England Mobile Books) should have it, or you should check your public library. Remember: Public libraries only have a few copies, so reserve it early!

Step Two: Pre-reading written response #1
Write a paragraph that describes you, and explains what makes you uniquely you. Consider: your future goals and dreams; what you value in friends; preferred hobbies; best-loved music, movies and books; family morals. Describe how you chose these values and why they are important to your future.

Step Three: Reading and note-taking
While reading Anthem, take notes on the novel’s main ideas (themes) and character development (how the main character was introduced and how he/she changes). Try to be specific and remember to write down page numbers for any examples that support your idea. Please note: It is possible you will have a test or additional assignment related to the book, so these notes could be valuable to you in the fall.
Step Four: Response questions #2-4 (to be done after completing the book)

2. In a well-organized paragraph, describe the society in which Anthem is set. Consider the political structure, degree of technology, social relationships, quality of life, and education. 

3. Would you want to live in this society? Explain why or why not. Use details from your previous answer (#1). 

4. At the end of the novel, the main character reaches the important realization that “To be free, a man must be free of his brothers.” Cite several examples from Anthem that illustrate the truth of this statement. 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT FORMAT
· Typed using size 12, Times New Roman font; double-space the entire assignment. 

· Number each question and answer. The pre-reading question is #1. 

· For extra credit, design a creative cover for your assignment. NO COMPUTER/CLIP art. Use your own abilities to create a cover with images and symbols related to the novel. 

From Mr. Swan and Mr. Yerardi: Reading over the summer is vital to a strong start in the fall. Please do not procrastinate on this assignment; it will be a major grade included in your term one English average.
Good luck, and enjoy your summer!
