Summer Reading Requirement 

Welcome, Upcoming Seventh Graders! We look forward to seeing you in our classes in September. Until then we are requesting you to read over the summer months. 

Choose one book from the list and write a multi-paragraph character analysis.
(These books are available in public libraries, so do not feel obligated to purchase a book. The reading levels vary, so please choose one that will challenge you, but won’t overwhelm you).
The Well, David’s Story by Mildred D. Taylor - In Mississippi in the early 1900s ten-year-old David Logan's family generously shares their well water with both white and black neighbors in an atmosphere of potential racial violence.
The Watsons Go to Birmingham by Christopher Paul Curtis - An African-American family from Michigan heads south to Birmingham, Alabama to visit grandma and is confronted with the racism that exists there.
Daniel Half Human by David Chotjewitz - In 1933, best friends Daniel and Armin admire Hitler, but as anti-Semitism buoys Hitler to power, Daniel learns he is half Jewish. This discovery threatens their friendship even as life in their beloved Hamburg, Germany is becoming nightmarish. 
Grab Hands and Run by Frances Temple - In El Salvador during a civil war, Felipe, 12, over hears his activist father Jacinto tell his mother Paloma, ``If they come for me, you and the children grab hands and run.'' When Jacinto does disappear, Felipe, his sister and mother begin an arduous journey to freedom in Canada.
The Other Side of Truth by Beverley Naidoo - Smuggled out of Nigeria after their mother's murder, Sade and her younger brother are abandoned in London when their uncle fails to meet them at the airport. They are fearful of their new surroundings and of what may have happened to their journalist father back in Nigeria.
Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli - an unconventional girl animates quiet Mica High with her colorful personality until she suddenly finds herself shunned for her refusal to conform.
Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key by Jack Gantos - Joey has trouble paying attention or controlling his emotions when his prescription medications wear off and he starts getting worked up and acting wired.
Ties That Bind, Ties That Break by Lensey Namioka - Ailin's life takes a different turn when she defies the traditions of upper class Chinese society by refusing to have her feet bound.
Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman - A young Vietnamese girl who never knew her farmer father plants seeds in a vacant city lot. This attracts the attention of other people of varying ages and backgrounds on her block who plant their own seeds. As they come together a community is formed.
Shabanu by Suzanne Fisher Staples - When 11-year old Shabanu, the daughter of a nomad in the Cholistan Desert of present-day Pakistan, is pledged in marriage to an older man whose money will bring prestige to the family, she must either accept the decision, as is the custom, or risk the consequences of defying her father's wishes.

	
Writing Assignment: 

	
Write a well developed essay responding to ONE of the writing prompts listed below:
1. Explain how the protagonist/main character responds to challenges and struggles. 

2. Discuss how the protagonist develops throughout the story. 

3. Tell what the protagonist learns about himself or herself.  

Provide facts, reasons, examples, and details to support your answers.


 
	Summer Reading Assignments should be: 

	1. Typed in size 12 Times New Roman font or legibly similar. 

2. 1.5 or 2.0 spaced. 

3. Your full name, the name of the work of literature (underlined or italicized), and the name of the author should be at the top left of the report. 


 

Remember that plagiarism of any kind (from a text, internet source, peer, or otherwise), even on a single report, will result in a zero on the entire assignment, as well as in disciplinary action.
It is recommended that you follow the writing process, since you are expected to submit a rough draft with your final paper. This assignment will be your first grade for the new school year. Therefore, we encourage you to take your time completing the work. Due Wednesday, September 8, 2010. 

We wish you a healthy and relaxing summer break. 

Sincerely,
Your Seventh Grade English Teachers
