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Dear incoming sixth graders,

Welcome to Bigelow Middle School! We are looking forward to spending next year exploring the wonderful world of language arts with you.

To keep your literacy skills sharp, we are asking you to read at least one modern-day realistic fiction book over the summer (no historical fiction). Modern-day realistic fiction stories have plots, characters, and settings that might be found in real life--real kids and adults with real problems solved in a realistic manner in a real world setting. 

While reading, you may want to practice some reading strategies such as predicting what may happen to a character, connecting the novel to personal experiences or other stories you have read, keeping a record of unusual or unfamiliar vocabulary, or perhaps reacting to characters or events using sticky notes, or in a journal. In addition to reading silently, you may also consider reading out loud with a friend or family member. 

Please keep in mind that follow-up activities will take place when you return to school in September. 

Below you will find a list of suggested book titles compiled by the Newton Middle School library teachers; you are welcome to read a book that is not on this list. If you wish to use a story map organizer to track the story you read, you may download one here. 

If you have questions about this assignment, feel free to contact either Ms. Cohen, Ms. Flaherty, or Ms. Levy at 617-559-6800. You can also reach us by email at: Sue_Cohen@newton.k12.ma.us, Megan_Flaherty@newton.k12.ma.us, or Susan_D_Levy@newton.k12.ma.us. 

In addition, when you receive the “Parent’s Handbook” in August, please read with your parents the sections on “Core Values,” “Safe Busing Checklist,” “General School Policies and Information,” and “Rules and Regulations.” 

Enjoy your summer reading. We look forward to working with you in September!

Sincerely,

 

Todd M. Harrison
Principal

Ms. Levy 6A
Ms. Flaherty 6B
Ms. Cohen 6AB

SUGGESTED REALISTIC FICTION NOVELS
(The readability of selections ranges in order from grades 5 – 8)

On My Honor - by Marion Dane
When Joel decides to disobey his father and go biking with a friend, Joel becomes terrified at having to tell his parents the terrible consequences of his disobedience. 

Loser - by Jerry Spinelli
Donald Zinkoff is usually the last person picked for athletic teams, his flute consistently hits the wrong note during concerts, and he is occasionally too eager at the wrong times. Will he succeed at becoming part of the in-crowd among his peers? 

Darnell Rock Reporting - by Walter Dean Myers
Bradley Chalkers is the oldest kid in fifth grade. He tells enormous lies and picks fights. No one likes him except the new school counselor, who thinks Bradley can change. But when you feel like the most-hated kid in school, believing in yourself can be the hardest thing in the world.

Sixth Grade Can Really Kill You - by Barthe DeClements
“Bad” Helen is in trouble. If she can’t improve her reading skills, she will be stuck in the sixth grade forever! An ace baseball pitcher and class clown, Helen must now face the fact that reading is not one of her skills. What choices will she make to get the help she needs?

Flying Solo - by Ralph Fletcher
When the substitute teacher fails to show up to cover an absent teacher’s class, the students decide to run their own class for the day. What do they learn?

All Alone in the Universe - by Lynne Rae Perkins
Debbie is first annoyed, then angry, and finally sad when her best friend since first grade begins a new friendship with another girl. Debbie is forced to learn how to deal with this loss.

Project Mulberry - by Linda Sue Park
Julia and Patrick can’t agree on a science project. He wants to raise silkworms like her mother did in Korea, but Julia wants to do something that’s more American.

Gracie’s Girl - by Ellen Wittlinger
Determined to change her image for middle school, Bess buys some new attention-getting outfits and joins the theater club. To appease her best friend Ethan, she grudgingly volunteers at the community soup kitchen, where she meets Gracie, in elderly homeless woman.

The View From Saturday - by E. L. Konisburg
Four students, with their own individual stories, develop a special bond and attract the attention of their teacher, a paraplegic, who chooses them to represent their sixth-grade class in the Academic Bowl competition. 

Taking Sides - by Gary Soto
Lincoln Mendoza, an aspiring basketball player, must come to terms with his divided loyalties when he moves from the Hispanic inner city to a suburban neighborhood.

